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SUBJECT: LETTER TO THE SECRETARY FROM NORTH KOREAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . ON MARCH 28 SAMUEL NOUMOFF, AN AMERICAN PROFESSOR AT 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY. DELIVERED TO EA/K DIRECTOR HURWITZ A 
LETTER TO THE SECRETARY FROM NORTH KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
HO TAM. NOUMOFF SAID THE LETTER HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIM BY 
HO AT A MEETING THEY HAD HAD DURING A VISIT TO PYONGYANG 
BY NOUMOFF IN FEBRUARY. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT LETTER: 

QUOTE 

PYONGYANG, FEBRUARY 11, 1977 

1 AM WRITING THIS LETTER TO YOU. CONSIDERING IT NECESSARY 
TO JOINTLY SEEK A PRACTICAL WAY FOR EASING THE TENSIONS IN 
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KOREA, WITH YOUR ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE AS SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AS AN OCCASION. 

THOUGH 23 YEARS HAVE ALREADY ELAPSED SINCE THE ARMISTICE 
WAS REALIZED IN KOREA, THE SITUATION IN THIS AREA HAS NOT 
YET BEEN IMPROVED AND THE TENSION PERSISTS. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY MR. PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER HAS EXPRESSED 
HIS WILLINGNESS TO PULL THE U.S. TROOPS AND NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS OUT OF SOUTH KOREA. 

THIS IS WELCOME AND FOCUSES THE ATTENTION OF THE WORLD 
PEOPLE. 

THE KOREAN PEOPLE ALSO WELCOME IT. 

WE HAVE INVARIABLY HELD THAT THE QUESTION OF KOREA'S 
REUNIFICATION SHOULD BE SOLVED BY PEACEFUL MEANS AND 
CLARIFIED TIME AND AGAIN THAT WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF 
"INVADING THE SOUTH.” 

WE CONSIDER THAT POSITIVE TALKS SHOULD BE HELD BETWEEN THE 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA IN ORDER TO EASE TENSIONS CREATED IN 
KOREA AND MAINTAIN AND CONSOLIDATE PEACE THERE. 

IF CONTACTS AND TALKS ARE ARRANGED BETWEEN THE DEMOCRATIC 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND TENSIONS ARE EASED IN KOREA. IT WILL ALSO CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE IN ASIA AND THE REST OF THE WORLD. 

I EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT YOU WILL SHOW AN AFFIRMATIVE 
RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER. 

HO DAM 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA UNQUOTE 

3. ON MARCH 31. HURWITZ CALLED IN KOREAN EMBASSY COUNSEL- 
LOR YU CHONG-HA TO INFORM HIM ABOUT DELIVERY OF LETTER. 
HURWITZ BRIEFED YU IN DETAIL ABOUT CONTENT OF LETTER BUT 
DID NOT GIVE HIM A COPY. HE TOLD YU THAT WE PLANNED TO 
MAKE NO RESPONSE TO THE NORTH KOREANS BUT WOULD TELL THE 
AMERICAN INTERMEDIARY ORALLY THAT WE WERE PREPARED TO MEET 
WITH THE NORTH KOREANS ONLY IF A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
ROKG WAS PRESENT. HURWITZ DECLINED YU'S REQUEST TO IDEN- 
TIFY THE INTERMEDIARY, NOTING ONLY THAT HE WAS AN 
"AMERICAN PROFESSOR". YU EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR BEING 
KEPT INFORMED. 

4. EMBASSY MAY BRIEF MOFA ALONG LINES PARA 3. 

CHRISTOPHER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE071595 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EHURWITZ:FLW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 1 1 -0554 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 /aaaaaaqb.tel 

Line Count: 114 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5d8a07ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2932394 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LETTER TO THE SECRETARY FROM NORTH KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
TAGS: PFOR, PSDC, KN, US, (VANCE, CYRUS R), (HO TAM), (NOUMOFF, SAMUEL) 

To: SEOUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5d8a07ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



